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Time use survey guidelines for Latin America and the Caribbean

LAC challenge: moving towards harmonization and greater comparability of measurements of time use and unpaid work

Distribution of time and
reproduction of inequalities

Time use from a gender
perspective in Latin America and
the Caribbean
Time use surveys in Latin
America and the Caribbean

Analytical frameworks of
production and work

Conceptual Framework Basic definitions

Classification of TU activities

Time-use survey process

Methodological Aspects

Minimum list of activities

For international comparability

TU measurements in Latin
America and the Caribbean

TU information for the design of

public policies

Specify needs

Machineries
for the
advancement
of women

Other
Ministries
Central Banks

Objectives:

Gender
inequality in
time use

Care economy
Paid work
Unpaid work

Total Work

Satellite
accounts

Design

Face-to-face
interviews

Stylized
questions

All household
members

Module,
questions or
Independent

survey?

Level of
disaggregation
of activities?

Reference
period?

Simultaneous
activities

Build

Questionnaire
Database
Indicators

CAPI: Need to
design specific
software and
database

Collect

Training of
interviewers

Data
collection

Urban/rural
population

Difficulties

with response

rate

Revisit
scheme

Process

Codify variables

Construct
variable
aggregates
Data validation

Weekly or
daily
aggregates

Level of

aggregation of

activities

ICATUS-
CAUTAL-
National
Classifier

Analyse

Indicators
Total work
time

Paid and
unpaid work

Chronological
analysis?

Intra-
household
analysis

Time-poverty

Care dynamics

Unpaid work
economic
value

Disseminate

Upload data
to NSO
website

Disseminate
database

Basic
indicators

Products
tailored to
different users

Statistical

Conference
. of the
Americas

of ECLAC
<

Evaluate

Evaluation?



Code
31

32

33

34

35

36

37

41

42
43

Activity

Preparing and serving food and
meals for own household or family
members

Cleaning own or family dwelling

Maintaining and making small
repairs in own or family dwelling

Cleaning and care of clothing and
footwear of own household or
family members

Managing own household

Taking care of pet of own household
or family

Shopping for own household or
family

Taking care of own (household or

family) child (use country definition
of child)

Taking care of or helping adults
(own household or family) (use
country definition of adult)

Balancing methodological and use-for-public-policy criteria

LAC proposal

*  Preparing and serving food and
meals for own household

* Cleaning own dwelling

*  Maintaining and making small
repairs in dwelling

* Cleaning and care of clothing and
footwear of own household

*  Managing own household

* Taking care of pet of own
household

*  Unpaid domestic work for family
members not living in the
household

Travel time is accounted as part of the

activity time

Further disaggregate care for household
members into:

Childcare

* Basic care

* Health care

*  Education-related activities
Adult care

People with disabilities and dependent
population?

And include one activity/question on
unpaid care work for family members
not living in the household

SDG5.4.1
v

Satellite

account
v

Gender

inequalities
v

Public policies

on care
v

Ease to

operationalize
v

Aggregated activities

Extension: Minimun list

v

Better synthesize

categories

Reduce the number of

activities

Risk in its validity and
reliability (cognitive

black box)

Next steps...
* Question phrasing proposals
* Going from the minimum list to a more disaggregated list

(comparability issues)
*  Cultural adaptation

e Test

Loses exhaustiveness

in the capture

Expand the number of

activities on the list

e COVID-19: lessons learned

Greater clarity in the
response process
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